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Located on the Saddleback Road at 5,300 feet 
elevation at the headwaters of Goodyears Creek, 
the Telegraph Mine is one of the few original Sierra 
County mines that is still operational. The Telegraph 
has produced large gold nuggets, including a 2.4 pound 
specimen currently on display at the Smithsonian 
Institute. 

Due to its location at the foot of the mighty Fir Cap, 
not far from the White Bear Mine, the Telegraph has 
been subject to treacherous natural disasters including 
landslides and avalanches, as evidenced by this January 
26, 1915 article printed in the Morning Union:

“Last Wednesday when Messrs. Hughes and Squires 
were going to the Telegraph mine at Downieville, they 
had a very narrow escape, according to the Downieville 
Messenger, from being caught in a snowslide, which 
came down near the mine. 

The first they knew of the slide was when they saw a 
telephone pole above and a little behind them snap off, 
and then things began to happen. They were less than 
100 feet from one edge of the slide having just passed 
over its track, but thought for a few seconds that the 
snow under them was moving also, and made all haste 
to get away. Fortunately they were far enough away 
to escape, but they both state that the wind from the 
slide was very pronounced. 

The slide was started from a piece of “comb” on 
the ridge breaking off, and developed into one of the 
largest that ever occurred in that country. It is reported 
to be between two and three hundred feet wide where 
it crossed the road just below the Telegraph, and as 
it went down the hill it spread out fan-shaped. The 
slide passed over the lower corner of the quartz 

mill and spent its force after climbing the hill for some 
distance on the opposite side of the ravine. Unlike the 
general run of snow slides, this one left huge chunks 
of snow and deep gullies along its course. Fully three 
hundred feet of telephone line was taken out, and this 
cannot well be replaced until the snow goes off in the 
spring. 

The boys had an experience which neither desire to 
have repeated, and were lucky to escape uninjured.”

According to a 1993 interview with Gus Poggi, the 
legendary Downieville packer who delivered equipment 
and supplies by mule to all the mines, the Telegraph 
mine was also the catalyst that eventually created the 
one of California’s first state roads.

“There was a state assemblyman who owned a lot of 
stock in the Telegraph mine. So he said, “We’ve got to 
finish this road from the Rosasco Ranch on into Plumas 
County.” In those days there was no connection from 
Sierra County to Plumas County. He campaigned for 
a road from Downieville right into Plumas County, and 
he finally got the state to build a road from the Rosasco 
to the Telegraph. It was either the first or second 
(state) road in the state. When he got his road to the 
Telegraph, he forgot about the rest of the country. 
They never did build that road, you know. He wanted 
his road so he could get over there (to the Telegraph) 
first class, with a horse and buggy, instead of using a 
saddle horse or walking. Yes, he promoted that road, 
and the state took care of it up to 15 or 20 years ago.”

As steep and rugged as it may be, Saddleback Road is 
still a Sierra County maintained road all the way up 
to the Telegraph Mine.
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